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Oktoberfest parade 
draws huge crowd 



CSI gives students in need a helping hand 

Food share program has been operating for 10 years 



Alumni services 
has lots to offer 
graduates 




News 


Now deep thoughts 
...with Conestoga College 

Random questions answered by random students 

If you could live in another country, 
which one would it be and why? 



Students learn to write essays 
with help of writing consultant 


rssatrs 




“Academic integrity is 
expected and required ol 
all Conestoga students." 

snnlcm himtlbiml 


commonly adopted by professors 


Awards assist 
graduates in 
obtaining 
extra money 

Alumni services also has anodier 
award called die Alumnux of 
Distinction award which recog- 
nizes successful graduates from 
the college, 

which is presented by die premier 

cexsful graduates in Ontario. It is 
awarded in February and the col- 
lege can nominate three graduates. 

Bursary available 
(or students entering 
a degree program. 


diploma program and enter into an 
applied degree program, said 
Wright, Students can go into the 

Student Client Services Building, 
to lind out more details, 

To help alnintll with the winlei 
blues, alumni services holds a litmt- 

Winierfest. with skating and other 


that they understand how to write a 

LeTld' Pmi rh rl h : !*’“'** - where 

Lcbold says students may not 
even be aware they are committing 
an academic offence when they 
writing. She tells workshop all 
dees the key to avoiding this n 


"The paraphrasing thing, lha 
iffy." she said at the beginning 
the lecture, but by the end. site g 


"Think as you read." she sa 
‘Think about where you're gelti 
your information from.” 

Students can sign up for i 
Academic Writing wotkshop 
oneron-one help with assi; 
in the Learning Commons. 


Canada *s Wonderland and Ontario 
Blacc. said Wright. They also have 
reduced rale Chicopee ski lift tick- 
ets. Pot more information check 
the alumni services website 

saluiiiiii/indexjsp 


Want to promote 
your upcoming 
event in SPOKE ? 


Be sure to place 
an ad. 

Placing an ad 
guarantees your 
information will appear 
in Spoke. 

Stories only run if space 
permits but ads always run. 

For rates or to place an ad call 
Spoke’s ad manager at 
ext. 3691. 
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News 


Help save a life: donate blood 



Horticulture 
sprouts new 
interest at college 

Conestoga graduate 
awarded national honours 

bloom thhf fall. Ihanki 10 cominu" om'before^smr^ng "beir'own 
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Commentary 


Low literacy rate 
raises eyebrows 

A recent report entitled Vital Signs, which looked at the 
state of Waterloo Region, found we have extremely low 
literacy scores. 

With a community that has three highly regarded post- 
secondary institutions — Conestoga College, the 
University of Waterloo and Wilfrid Laurier University — 
these numbers are surprising and unacceptable. 

The report found that only 47 per cent of people in the 
area who tire 15 or older have a diploma or degree from a 
high school or a post-secondary institution. 

According to www.wrvitalsigns.ca. the Vital Signs 
report is an annual community checkup through which the 
Kitchener and Waterloo Community Foundation and the 
Cambridge and North Dumfries Community Foundation 
measure the vitality of the region. 

The test identifies significant trends and assigns grades 
in 1 1 key areas critical to Waterloo Region's quality of 
life, such as housing, transportation and the environment. 

While other areas were not a huge concern, the reading 
and writing skills of local residents came as a surprise to 
many people. 

Ken Coates, the University of Waterloo’s dean of arts, 
said in an Oct. 3 article in The Record that the issue has to 
be addressed so that the region continues to have a strong 
economy. 

The recent article went on to say that one in seven resi- 
dents are living below the poverty line while the top wage 
is 18 times higher than what low income people arc earn- 
ing in a year. 

With the decrease in higher education, positions that are 
essential for our community will not be filled nearly as 

It is obvious that even with the exceptional post-second- 
ary institutions in the area that people tire not being edu- 
cated about the programs and courses that can be taken to 
upgrade skills that are necessary to obtain a good job. 

It is never too late for someone to obtain a higher educa- 

Many people in university and even at Conestoga 
College are mature students either taking a full-time pro- 
gram or taking a part-time continuing education course. 

Conestoga offers a wide variety of courses that help peo- 
ple get jobs, including ones in business, health, languages 
and technology. 

The college also offers a course on basic writing skills 
that focuses on sentence structure and grammar. This 
course is offered to anyone and would really benefit peo- 
ple who are unsure of their English writing skills. 

With the region's low literacy scores now in the lime- 
light. it is going to be very important for the government 
to increase these numbers. 

One way will be to leach students in high school the 
importance of higher education and ensure non-students 
know that it is never too lute to go back and learn new 
skills. 



Waterloo Region's low literacy rate needs to be addressed 

First strike on human psyche 


What do you draw front the latest 

persistent Isracli-Palestinian 
upheavals or rebel attacks dlspfac- 

horn'l Perhaps sheer casualties 
spring lu mind? Or direct impact 

strongholds of the al’tlicted parties? 
Rarely do we consider the factor 
which precipitates (lie aforesaid 

assessing the after-effects: inllalcd 
numbers and stagnant lactoids ten- 
dering us void casual observers. 
We. including prospective peace 
ni on iii r tend to overlook the 
unforeseen, the seed which spawns 

Such it seed is the human psyche, a 
fragile and often under-regarded 
component of every human being. 
It is the pith which governs one's 


agriculture, industry, social i 
work and defence - is at stake. 



The individual and collective psy- 
che is the inundation of a nation and 

ism when immediate onslaught is 
mote engaging. The scourge against 

seamless slew of larger-scaie proh- 

nuinhcis. but to instil perpetual fear 
in the minds of individuals, initially 
causing panic and comipiinn and 
escalating into the disintegration of 
families, social i'ntmcwtirks and 
security services altogether. 

Tile presence of war in African 
countries including Sudan and 
Somalia has a similar clout on its 
depraved victims. Wlicn ethnic clans 
aie aggrieved by disruption, families 
dissolve amt individual faith in the 


security of the nation Is breached. 
Female fertility wanes and the econ- 
omy chokes under the stranglehold 
of labour force truancy, thereby lore- 



In the wake of probable peace 
negotiations in Darfur. Afghanistan 

lies as a reconstructive starling 
point rather than repairing what is 
already derelict. 


addressed in order to loiesiall trans- 
gressors Irom seeking cnmmuml ol 
the natron, imposing upon one vul- 
nerable mind followed by the next 
The human psyche is the quintes- 
sence ol self-preservation and if a 


thought rather than freedom of 
rhoueht. whin chance or presets n- 
iron ilocs the nation have? 


Letters are welcome 


Spoke welcomes letters lo the _ 

editor. Letters should be signed and include the name 
and telephone number of Ihe writer. Writers will be 
contacted for verification. 

No unsigned letters will be published. 

Letters should be no longer than 500 words. 
Spoke reserves the right to edit any tetter 
for publication. 

Address correspondence lo: 

The Editor, Spoke, 299 Doon Valley Dr„ 

Room 1C29, Kitchener, OnL, 

N2G4M4 
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Dress for success on Halloween 


For just one night, you can be 
whoever you want to be. 

From Marie Antoinette to Marie 
Osmond, King George to George 

Start planning lor Halloween now. 

Conestoga Students Inc. is hold- 
ing its Halloween party in the new 
Sanctuary Oct. 25 at 9 pan. Tickets 

in CSI's self-serve area. Get them 
quick - there are only 400 tickets 

Event programmer Lindsay Silva 
said the event will be ull-nges. with 
a wristband policy in effect. And 
they have great prizes for great ! 
costumes. ”1 think our grand prize 
is going to be a trip provided by 
Breakaway Tours." she said. 

Not sure where to get a costume? 
The Stag Shop has four locations 
in the area, and they are just now 
slocking their shelves with over 50 
costumes, ranging in price from 
$40 to S70. "Wc get a lot of young 
people in here." said salesperson 
Rac Kelly. "The guys like to dress 
up as Moumtes. tirctigluers and 
police officers. Last year, a lot of 


eral other people, head to a cos- 

Torn Hilbom is a Conestoga 
graduate and owner of Mnskerndc 
Manor at IS Queen St. E.. 
Cambridge, His shop has over 
2.800 rental costumes and the vast 
ma jority of them cost S 1 5 to S50. If 
you want something more clabo- 

Vader. an Alien 3 costume and 'Ihe 
Flesh Eater, a full body that straps 
onto yours and looks like it is eat- 


"Thal's when all live bars and clubs 

suggests reserving your costume 
early. "I’ve never been cleaned out. 
but I've definitely been picked 


your haunted house party? He rents 
those loo. Animated characters 
such as werewolves and mummies 
are $100 and include the electron- 
ics to control their noise and move- 


and Marilyn Monroe.' 
If you don’t wan 


Cam Pizzcy, owner of The 
Costume Shop at 566 King St. E,. 
Cambridge. 


"They're looking for anything 
sexy." he said. "Little Red Riding 
Hood and Dorothy, naughty nutses 
and French maids." He said the 
Bavarian girl is another popular 
option. 'They can wear it to 
Okioberfest and then use it as a 
Halloween costume." 

The Costume Shop has over 
1 .500 rental costumes but also sells 

sories. Employee Melissa Acrts is a 
walking advertisement. “1 wear a 
different costume every day.” she 
said. 

First-year advertising student 
lulia Bompa said she'll be going to 
a house party, but she hasn't decid- 
ed on a costume yet. "Lost year I 
was an army girl.*’ she said. ‘Til 
probably just buy a few different 
pieces and pul a costume together 

When creating your own costume. 
Value Village is a good option. Its 
two locations in Kitchener and 

clothing and accessories but they 
also cany a wide variety of new 
Halloween items. 

If you need to visit the Conestoga 
registrar's office on Halloween, be 
prepared to deal with some unusu- 
al characters. Clerk Cheri Atkins 
said everyone in the office dresses 




jw ON-CAMPUS 

Ti^-Y/ CHIROPRACTOR 

| Covered by CSI Health Plan 

HEALTH SERVICES 

748-5220 Ext. 3679 


werewotl lor gory (uni 
However, masks can 
Creative 
makeup is a good 
alternative and Is 
available at your local 
dollar store, grocery 
store or Value Village. 


Make Great Money 
in your Free Time! 

Sawmilling company needs active and physically 
fit workers. Flexible hours are available to meet 
your class schedule; we currently have morning, 
afternoon, evening and weekend hours available. 
Typical employees make $14.00 to $18.00 per 
hour after a Iwo-week training period. Work is per- 
formed in a covered, unhealed barn and the train- 
ing period is paid at $12.00 per hour. Work is 
piecework based, so you have the ability to dic- 
tate your own wages. Successful employees are 
those that enjoy physical labour and are not afraid 
to go home tired at the end of the day. Please 
note that work must be performed with a partner 
and that preference will be given fo employees 
that can provide their own partner. 

Contact Sue Belanger, at Cherry Forest Products, 
(519) 763-1466 ext. 223 

sue® cherryforest.ca 

Or apply in person: 

24 Kerr Crescent 
Aberfoyle, ON 
N1H6H9 

Located near the 401 and Hwy. 6 South 
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News 


Students 
design RIM 
testing unit 



Speeding law 
won’t fix problem 



1 * 




mm 


l 


ESL students enjoy 
Survivor Conestoga 





cowered* 

c owz&e 

lOOM-hOOM 


$2 oo in ADVANCE ONLY! * 

TICKETS SOLD IN ROOM 2A108 

THURSDAY OCTOBER 26 
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News 


Thanksgiving Day parade 
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Nicole Stuber 
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: OKtoberfe 
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a ‘Hans’ down good time 


Above, members ot the Preston Scout House Alumni Band march down King Street 
as the crowd claps in unison. Below, Kitchener City Hall provides a great backdrop 
and vantage point lor parade spectators. 


News 
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FREE Drop-In 
Relaxation Sessions 


Are you feeling stressed? 

Would you like to try 

• Deep breathing? 

• Progressive Muscle Relaxation? 

• Guided imagery? 

Mondays (cb, 1 1 :30 A.M. — 1 2 llOOll 
Wednesdays @ 12:00 - 12:30 P.M. 
Spiritual Room, SLC Room 2A121 

Facilitated by Shawna Bernard. Counsellor. Counselling Services 



CreateAthon 
gives something 
for nothing 


Bv HIEN DINH 

The old adage is you don't get 
something for nothing. However. 

- 1 2 local non-prollt agencies beg to 

They all received free advertising 

Communications Inc. during the 
Cambridge company’s second 
annual CreateAthon on Sept. 27. 

"The CreateAthon was a 24- 
hour marathon that went from 8 
a.m. on u Thursday morning to 8 
a-tn. on a Friday morning," said 
Matt Coyle, graphic designer for 


brochures, posters and books for 
their volunteer fairs and for pro- 
moting volunteers out in the com- 

"l'd just like to say how thrilled 

community be creative in the way 
that they engage with (their) com- 
munity. 

“We are absolutely happy. They 
did a great job. They listened to 
what we needed and gave us what 


It gives graphic designers an 
through the night to produce as 


a number of other charities is real- 
ly valuable and a resource thut we 
could not have dreamt of without 


non-profit organizations. 

The idea came from a company 
in North Carolina called RIGGS. 
Coyle said. 

CreateAthon is an international 
network that involves over 40 


Rosemary Kroft. chair of the 
board for the Kitchener- Waterloo 
Chamber Orchestra, said every- 
thing turned out amazing. 

"They, designed a season 
brochure for us and a PowerPoint 


Stales and Puerto Rico. 

‘This is the second time we did 
the CreateAthon and it was a great 

"Wc put a few ads in local news- 


wcrc generally those with the least 
amount of marketing funds avail- 
able to them. 


ished and professional and it has a 
"We* have almost zero dollars for 
any advertising and so we're very 

Some other local organizations 
who benefited were Supportive 
Housing of Waterloo. K-W 
Musical Production, Nutrition for 

River All Bleed Animal Rescue. 

CreateAthon. call Punch 
Integrated Communication Inc. at 
519-653-4800. 


WHEN DATING TURNS DANGEROUS 

Stalking 




News 
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News 



(Photo by Elizabeth Bate) 

Browsing for jewelry 

Chantelle Stelfan and Shona O'Kane, both tirst-year practical 
nursing students, examine fashion accessories at a jewelry booth 



Sexiest Costumes 


Tri City Locations: 

Kitchener 30 King St. E 51 9.593.2303 

Kitchener 1 0 Manitou Dr. 51 9.895. 1228 

Waterloo 7KingSt.N 519.886.4500 

Cambridge 561 Hespeler Rd. 519.624.9492 


www.stagshop.com 



Are You Considering University After College? 


Plan to attend the: 


Transition to University: Transition 
Planning Workshop 


Counsellors in Counselling Services recognize that the process of 
choosing and applying to university(s) can be a challenge. This 
workshop is available to give you information and provide you with 
an opportunity to ask questions about degree completion, search 
sites and the application process. Free. 


Tuesday, October 23rd @ 3:00 Room 2E06 
or 

Thursday, October 25th @ noon Room 2D21 
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2007 


Sports 

Head-to-head 


Welcome to Steroid Mythology 101 ‘Get them off the juice’ 



Need a Job? Get a Job! 
at the JOB FAIR 

EMPLOYERS WANT YOU! MEET WITH BUSINESSES IN YOUR FIELD OF STUDY AND BEGIN YOUR CAREER! 


Part-time, Seasonal & Graduate Employment Available 


October 17, 2007 from 10:00 - 1:00p.m. 
(jRhejtec Centre 


Participate in the Job Fair 
and Win 1 of 2 iPods!! 


Tips for Success... 


• Have updated & critiqued resumes on hand, 

• Network on your own instead of in a group, to stand 


CONESTOGA 

CAREER SERVICES 

Your I si Step To Employment Success I 
Career Services is located in the Student Client 
Services Building - Room 220 
748-5220 ext.3756 
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Condors lose a close one at home 

Women’s soccer team coach says ‘we had a few defensive lapses' 
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meeting 




Complimentary Refreshments, snacks and 

Speaker Irom Planet Bean 
(Free trade cottee) . 

All invited 


pizza 


October 1 6 th , 2007 

Sanctuary from 4:00pm to 5:00pm 





